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sheriffs. Their continued contributions allow the BCA to provide what is currently the
most comprehensive picture of crime in Minnesota.
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PREFACE

In 1935, the Bureau of Criminal Apprehension was
given the responsibility to collect activity information
from the law enforcement agencies throughout the
State of Minnesota.  Biennially, reports were
completed and forwarded to the concerned parties as
required by State Statute. In 1972, the publications
began to be printed annually.

This report measures the amount of criminal activity
within the State as collected and prepared from data
submitted by individual law enforcement agencies.
The criminal activity consists of measurements
involving offenses, clearances, and arrests.

Along with the collection of crime statistics, other
statutory requirements are included in this
publication. Among those requirements are sections
that provide information on the number of law
enforcement officers killed or assaulted; firearms
discharges by police officers; missing children
reports; police pursuits, and bias offenses.

Limited information is also available on law
enforcement personnel.

Comparisons with previous years’ statistics will be
presented for trend changes that might be of use to
the evaluator. Individual comparisons on specific
measurements will be left to the evaluator for use as
required by the individual's need.

The Minnesota Crime Information - 2003
publication is compiled from crime statistics that
were provided by Minnesota’s police and sheriffs.
Notations are provided on Table 38, Offenses,
Clearances, Percent Cleared and Crime Rate by
Agency-2003, to agencies not submitting 12 months
worth of data. Any comparisons with previous years
should be viewed with caution.

The Minnesota Department of Public Safety, Bureau
of Criminal Apprehension wishes to express its
thanks to the cooperating law enforcement agencies
whose assistance provide the success of this
publication.
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LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES CONTRIBUTING

To assure an accurate interpretation of the data presented
in this report, the exact number of law enforcement
agencies submitting information must be indicated.
Specifically, reports are collected for urban places (cities
and towns) and rural areas according to the definitions of
Uniform Crime Reporting. The police departments
report information for cities while the sheriff's
departments collect information for the rural areas.

The Department of Public Safety requests that
information from all reporting agencies be submitted
regularly. Since 1936, the average percent of sheriff's
and police departments forwarding information has
been over 95 percent. The 99 percent contribution
figure for 2003 is further evidence of the high degree of
cooperation reflected by those agencies submitting
information.

TABLE 1
TOTAL NUMBER OF CONTRIBUTORS: 2003
Total PDs/SO’s Filing Total Population Represented”

Number

Population Grouns %3::232: Population | Population Percent
P P Number | Percent Total Reported Reported

Total 316 304 96% 5,019,720 4,985,208 99%
Urban Total (Police) 229 217 96% 3,558,710 3,524,198 99%
Cities 250,000 or over 2 2 100% 683,417 683,417 100%
Cities 50,000 to 100,000 12 12 100% 808,379 808,379 100%
Cities 25,000 to 50,000 19 19 100% 675,977 675,977 100%
Cities 10,00 to 25,000 52 51 98% 847,810 836,143 98%
Cities 2,500 to 10,000 95 91 96% 471,850 458,642 97%
Cities under 2,500 49 42 86% 71,277 61,640 86
Rural Total (Sheriffs) 87 87 100% 1,461,010 1,461,010 100%
Counties 50,000 to 100,000 5 5 100% 297,405 297,405 100%
Counties 25,000 to 50,000 9 9 100% 293,278 293,278 100%
Counties 10,000 to 25,000 40 40 100% 652,552 652,552 100%
Counties under 10,000 33 33 100% 217,775 217,775 100%

" 2002 F.BL.L Population Estimate



CRIME INFORMATION

BACKGROUND

The State of Minnesota, since 1936, has participated in
the FBI's Uniform Crime Reporting Program. The
statistics that have been generated each year are not only
of vital concern to national figures, but are equally
important to the State as a whole. In 1972, Minnesota
began collecting crime related data as part of a
computerized statewide Criminal Justice Reporting
System program. The benefits derived from such an
automated program are indicated in a modernistic
approach to the collection of Uniform Crime Reports.

The responsibility and authority for collecting and
disseminating the UCR information was mandated to the
Bureau of Criminal Apprehension through applicable
State Statutes. The State Statutes are as follows:

MINNESOTA STATE STATUTES,CHAPTER 299C

299C.05 DIVISION OF CRIMINAL STATISTICS.
There is hereby established within the bureau a division
of criminal statistics, and the superintendent, within the
limits of membership herein prescribed, shall appoint a
qualified statistician and one assistant to be in charge
thereof. It shall be the duty of this division to collect,
and preserve as a record of the bureau, information
concerning the number and nature of offenses known to
have been committed in the state, of the legal steps taken
in connection therewith from the inception of the
complaint to the final discharge of the defendant and
such other information as may be useful in the study of
crime and administration of justice. The information so
collected and preserved shall include such data as may be
requested by the United States department of justice, at
Washington, under its national system of crime
reporting.

299C.06 DIVISION POWERS AND DUTIES;
LOCAL OFFICERS TO COOPERATE. It shall be
the duty of all sheriff's, chiefs of police, city marshals,
constables, prison wardens, superintendents of insane
hospitals, reformatories and correctional schools,
probation and parole officers, school attendance officers,
coroners, county attorneys, court clerks, the liquor
control commissioner, the commissioner of highways,
and the state fire marshal to furnish to the division
statistics and information regarding the number of crimes
reported and discovered, arrests made, complaints,
information and indictments filed and the disposition
made of same, pleas, convictions, acquittals, probation
granted or denied, conditional release information,
receipts, transfers, and discharges to and from prisons,
reformatories, correctional schools and other institutions,

paroles granted and revoked, commutation of sentences
and pardons granted and rescinded, and all other data
useful in determining the cause and amount of crime in
this state and to form a basis for the study of crime,
police methods, court procedure, and penal problems.
Such statistics and information shall be furnished upon
the request of the division and upon such forms as may
be prescribed and furnished by it. The division shall
have the power to inspect and prescribe the form and
substance of the records kept by those officials from
which the information is so furnished.

299C.12 RECORDS KEPT BY PEACE
OFFICERS; REPORTS. Every peace officer shall
keep or cause to be kept a permanent written record, in
such form as the superintendent may prescribe, of all
felonies reported to or discovered by him within his
jurisdiction and of all warrants of arrest for felonies and
search warrants issued to him in relation to the
commission of felonies, and shall make or cause to be
made to the sheriff of the county and the bureau, reports
of all such crimes, upon such forms as the
superintendent may prescribe, including a statement of
the facts and a description of the offender, so far as
known, the offender's method of operation, the action
taken by the officer, and such other information as the
superintendent may require.

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

The primary goal of the UCR program in Minnesota is
to provide statistical information on the volume and
affect of crime. To better assist concerned individuals
and agencies to solve the state crime problem, a more
encompassing approach involving all aspects of
criminal activity was needed. With this in mind, and
examining the recommendations of the President's
Commission on Law Enforcement and the
Administration of Justice, the UCR program became
one aspect of the computerized State Criminal Justice
Reporting System.

The major objectives of Minnesota's UCR Program
include:

1. Statistics on crime in Minnesota to be used by the
Governor, Legislature, Crime Control Planning
Board, and other concerned individuals within the
State.

2. Statistics on crime for administrative and
operational use by law enforcement administrators.



3. Statistics on specific criminal offenses to be used in
the FBI's national crime reports.

4. Statistics involving the age, sex and race of
offenders to determine the proper focus for crime
prevention and enforcement.

5. Statistics on crime for researchers to assist in the
formation of the causes of crime within a biological,
sociological and/or psychological framework.

6. Statistics on crime to measure the workload and
effectiveness of the 'current' state criminal justice
system.

7. Statistics on crime for personnel employed by the
criminal justice system to help assist them in
improving the efficiency and performance of
criminal justice agencies.

REPORTING PROCEDURES

Through  Minnesota's crime reporting  statutes,
participating Minnesota Law Enforcement Agencies are
required to submit information as determined by the
Department of Public Safety. The required information
is tallied from the individual agency's internal record of
complaints, investigations, miscellaneous reports and
arrests. To help achieve a uniformity of reporting
throughout the State, a copy of the FBI's Uniform Crime
Reporting Handbook is offered to each agency. In
conjunction with the manuals, numerous training
sessions in record and report writing and filing are
offered to each agency by field representatives of the
Department of Public Safety. Individual contact with
agencies experiencing difficulty in any phase of the
Criminal Justice Reporting System is also offered by the
field representatives. Verification for authenticity of
reports that are submitted are handled by staff at the
Department of Public Safety or by a special "edit"
program written into the computerized Criminal Justice
Reporting System. Inconsistencies of report information
and minor errors are corrected by telephone or terminal
contact. Major errors in UCR reporting methods are
handled exclusively by field representatives.

The Department of Public Safety, along with the FBI,
has established their specific program to measure
criminal data activity for both state and federal purposes.
The result is a tabulation of the number and type of
offenses committed, cases cleared or solved, and the
persons arrested. A criminal act may involve several
crimes, several persons, and several victims; but all that
is necessary for such an act to be reported and recorded

by the state and federal programs is one violation. If a
given criminal act involves more than one offense, only
the more serious offense is counted. "Clearance by
arrest” indicates that at least one person was arrested. It
does not preclude the fact others may have also been
involved in the offense. Any additional arrests are
purely supplemental and are used for each department's
record purposes only and not reported under the
program.

Another part of criminal data collection involves
juvenile offenses and arrests. When reviewing such
data it should be remembered that many times juvenile
offenses are handled informally within the different
agencies and therefore go unreported. In cases where
an offense involves both adults and juveniles, and
subsequent arrests are made of both, the crime reporting
program will indicate this offense to be cleared by the
arrest of the adult. Juvenile arrests are used for
clearance purposes only in those instances where
juveniles alone are involved.

Clearing an offense by the arrest of a person(s) is but
one means of indicating such activity.  Another
involves the clearing of a reported offense by use of the
term "exceptionally cleared". An exceptional clearance
exists when some element beyond law enforcement
action prevents formal charges against the offender.
Such a situation might arise if:

1. The offender commits suicide.

2. A double murder occurs (two persons kill each
other).

3. The offender dies after making a confession
(dying declaration).

4. The offender is killed by a law enforcement
officer.

5. The offender confesses to committing the crime
while already in custody for another crime or
serving a sentence.

6. The offender is prosecuted in another city for a
different crime by federal, state, or local
authorities, or for the same offense, and the other
jurisdiction refuses to release the offender.

7. Another jurisdiction refuses to extradite the
offender.

8. The victim of a crime refuses to cooperate in the
prosecution.



9.  The offender is prosecuted for a less serious charge
than the one for which he was arrested.

10. The offender is a juvenile who is handled by a
verbal or written notice to the parents in instances
involving minor offenses.

The count of offenses is taken from the record of
complaints received by law enforcement agencies from
victims, witnesses, other sources or discovered by them
during their own operation. Complaints determined by
subsequent investigation to be unfounded are eliminated
from the court. The resulting number of "offenses
actually known to law enforcement agencies" for each
crime offense category is reported without regard to
whether anyone is arrested, stolen property is recovered,
local prosecutive policy, or any other consideration.
Reported offenses are recorded by the municipality and
county in which they occur, rather than to the agency
which may investigate, arrest, or otherwise in some
manner dispose of the case. Municipal law enforcement
agencies report those crimes which occur in the counties
outside the city. Law enforcement agencies also report
on a periodic basis, supplemental offense information
such as the value of property stolen and recovered as
well as circumstances surrounding  homicides.
Additional reports of persons arrested are submitted.
These reports provide information concerning the age,
sex and race of persons arrested by each individual law
enforcement agency. Reports of persons arrested are
separated as to adults and juveniles.

Crime data and information submitted by municipal and
county law enforcement agencies is collected on a daily
and semi-daily basis under the Minnesota Criminal
Justice Reporting System program. Once received, it is
processed and disseminated for use in state and national
reports as well as by the participating agencies
themselves (see CJRS-UCR flow chart).

"Crime rate" is a term often used in evaluating criminal
statistics. The crime rate represents or equates the
number of index crimes per 100,000 in population.
Basically, it refers to the comparison of the number of
offenses with the number of potential offenses and the
number of persons exposed to the risk of the offense. It
does not include other variables which might affect the
amount of crime within a given area.

CRIME FACTORS
When the current method of crime reporting is

considered, several limitations in its accuracy may be
immediately recognizable. Law enforcement agencies

are not totally to blame because of their capability to
only report that which is known to them. In may
instances, the very citizens who are themselves
"victims" of a crime fail to inform the law enforcement
agency of their occurrence. There is a general tendency
among the public to not report minor crimes that are, in
their eyes, of little consequence. The public may also
feel that the law enforcement agency is of little help to
them. They may also feel the threat of blackmail or
retaliation for participating in a sex, gambling, or
narcotic offense. The public may also feel the threat of
embarrassment for being involved in a crime regarded
against the norms of society. Given these factors, much
crime is never included in the total state evaluation of
the crime problem.

Another element of concern is the actual number of law
enforcement agencies reporting crime information.
Lack of crime information by delinquent agencies can
potentially reduce the accuracy of the crime picture as
developed from reported information.

The term "selective reporting"” also has a bearing on the
crime reported by participating agencies. Selective
reporting reflects only the crimes for which an agency
considers important or necessary to be reported through
the system. The information that is utilized from such
reporting is slanted and misleading. It does not give an
accurate account of the crime problem and it further
discredits the time spent in reporting the "selected"
activity. Such reporting is immediately recognizable
from the output reports and its improper use affects all
the information submitted by the contributing law
enforcement agencies.

Extraneous conditions beyond the realm of law
enforcement also affect the measurement and analysis
of crime. These conditions, or CRIME FACTORS,
include but are not necessarily limited to:

A. Legislative changes as to what constitutes a
criminal offense.

B. Density and size of the community population and
the metropolitan area of which it is part.

C. Composition of the population with reference
particularly to age, sex, and race.

D. Economic status and mores of the population.

E. Relative stability of population including commut-
ers, seasonal and other transient types.



Climate, including seasonal weather conditions.

Educational, recreational, and religious character-
istics.

Effective strength of the police force.

Standards governing appointments to the police
force.

Policies of each of the law enforcement agencies.
Policies of the prosecuting officials and the courts.

Attitude of the public toward law enforcement
problems.

The administrative and investigative efficiency of
the local law enforcement agency, including the
degree of adherence to crime reporting standards.

Information provided in the Minnesota Crime
Information 2003, is as accurate as currently available
in the State. Crime and arrest statistics should be
interpreted with caution when comparing different law
enforcement jurisdictions. Reported crimes relate to
events, while arrests relate to persons. For any one
criminal act there may be multiple crimes, multiple
offenders, and multiple victims.

Given the above considerations the total crime picture is
indeed influenced by many variables. Opponents of the
Uniform Crime Reporting System are often vocal in
pointing out the inadequacy of this system. Proponents
respond by indicating that at the present time there is no
other suitable method of collecting criminal statistics.
If a better system is developed, tested, and offered as a
replacement, law enforcement will not hesitate to
implement it.
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A DESCRIPTION OF UNIFORM CRIME
REPORTING OFFENSES AND THEIR
CLASSIFICATION

The Department of Public Safety/Bureau of
Criminal Apprehension, using the reporting
techniques recommended by the FBI, records
criminal data submitted by the many law
enforcement agencies in the State. The criminal
data collected contains information regarding Part
I Offenses called to the attention of Minnesota
Law Enforcement agencies.

Part 1 Offenses reflect information on -eight
"serious" crime classifications, and it is generally
referred to as the "Crime Index" measurement.
Part IT Offenses are represented by twenty "less
serious" crime classifications.

The eight crimes represented in the Part I Offenses
include murder, rape, aggravated assault, robbery,
burglary, larceny, motor vehicle theft, and arson.
These crimes were chosen because of their
uniformity of definition, total volumes, and
likelihood of being reported. The crimes of
murder, rape, aggravated assault, and robbery are
also known as "violent crimes." The crimes of
burglary, larceny, motor vehicle theft and arson
are labeled as "property crimes." The law
enforcement agency may become aware of these
crimes in several ways; reports of its own officers,
citizens complaints, notification from the
prosecuting attorney and from information
supplied by court officials.

PART I OFFENSES (Serious Crime)

Criminal Homicide - The killing of another
person.

a) Murder - Any unlawful killing of a human
being in which the element of malice
aforethought was present in the murder.

b) Manslaughter - Any unlawful killing of a
human being without the element of malice
aforethought is counted as manslaughter.

c) Death by Negligence - Any death that occurs
because of the negligence of some person
other than the victim and that is not in the
commission of an unlawful act. These are
deaths which police investigation established
as primarily caused by gross negligence.

Forcible Rape (does not include Statutory Rape).

a) Rape by Force - The carnal knowledge of a
female forcibly and against her will, but
excluding statutory rape and other sex
offenses.

b) Assault to Rape-Attempts - All assaults and
attempts to rape.

Robbery - A robbery is defined as the felonious
and forcible taking of property of another against
his will by violence or by putting him in fear.
This includes all attempts.

a) Armed Robbery-Any Weapon - When any
object is so employed as to constitute force or
the threat of force, it will be considered a
weapon.  This would include firearms,
knives, clubs, brass knuckles, blackjacks,
broken bottles, acid, explosives, etc. Cases
involving possible pretended weapons or
cases involving weapons not seen by the
victim but which the robber claims to have
with him should be counted in this category.

b) Strong Arm-No Weapons - This includes
muggings and similar offenses where no
weapon is used by strong-arm tactics are
employed to deprive the victim of his
property. This definition is limited to hands,
arms, fists, feet, etc. Include all attempts.

Aggravated Assault - An Aggravated Assault is
an attempt or offer with unlawful force or violence
to do physical injury to another. As a general rule
all assaults will be classified and scored in this
category. Exclude assaults with intent to rob or
rape. Excludes simple assault, assault and battery,
fighting, etc. These will be scored in the
appropriate category.

a) Gun - Includes all assaults or attempted
assaults involving the use of any type of
firearm. This includes revolvers, automatic
pistols, shotguns, zip guns, pellet guns, etc.

b) Khnife or Cutting Instrument - Includes all
assaults or attempted assaults involving the
use of cutting or stabbing objects such as
knives or razors, hatchets, axes, cleavers,
scissors, glass, broken bottles, daggers, ice
picks, etc.



¢) Other Dangerous Weapons - Includes all
assaults or attempted assaults when an object
other than a gun, knife or cutting instrument
is used. This includes clubs, bricks, jack
handles, bottles, explosives, acid, lye,
poisons, scalding water, and cases of
attempted drowning and burning, etc.

d) Hands, Fists, Feet, etc.-Aggravated - Includes
all assaults with hands, fists, feet, etc., which
could result in an aggravated assault
conviction. In order to be classified as
aggravated, the victim must suffer great
bodily harm.

Burglary - Breaking and Entering - Includes
any unlawful entry or attempted forcible entry of
any structure to commit a felony or larceny. As a
general rule, score as one offense, any unlawful
entry or attempted forcible entry of any dwelling,
attached structure, public building, shop, factory,
storehouse, apartment, house, trailer, warehouse,
mill, farm, ship, railroad car, etc. For UCR
purposes, breaking and entering with larceny is
classified and scored only as breaking and
entering. This does not include breaking and
entering of motor vehicles. These are scored in
the larceny category.

a) Forcible Entry - Includes all offenses where
force of any kind is used to unlawfully enter a
locked structure such as any of those listed
above with intent to steal or commit a felony.
This includes entry by use of a master key,
celluloid, or other device that leaves no
outward mark but is used to open a lock.
Concealment inside a building followed by
breaking out of the structure should also be
scored here.

b) Unlawful Entry-No Force - Includes any
unlawful entry when you fail to discover any
evidence of forcible entry.

c) Attempted Forcible Entry - Included in this
category only when your investigation
determines that a forcible entry has been
attempted.

Larceny-Theft (does not include Motor Vehicle
Theft) - This category includes the unlawful
taking of the property of another with intent to
deprive him of ownership. This involves all
larcenies and thefts resulting from pocket picking,
purse snatching, shoplifting, larceny from auto,

larceny of auto parts and accessories, bicycle theft,
larceny from buildings, and larceny from any coin
operated machines. Any theft that is not a robbery
or any theft that does not result from a breaking
and entering shall be scored here. Excludes
embezzlements, unlawful conversions, larceny by
bailee, frauds or bad checks. Enter all attempted
larcenies. Note: when the true or known value of
stolen property is not available, estimates based on
accepted police methods of property evaluation
should be used for the purposes of Uniform Crime
Reporting.

Motor Vehicle Theft - This category includes
larceny or attempted larceny of motor vehicles.
Includes all thefts and attempted thefts of motor
vehicles. This includes all vehicles which can be
registered as a motor vehicle in this state.
Excludes incidents in which the alleged offender
had lawful access to the vehicle as in a family
situation or the unauthorized use by others having
lawful access to the vehicle such as chauffeur,
employee, etc.

Arson - Includes all arrests for violation of state
law and municipal ordinances relating to arson
and attempted arson. This generally includes any
willful or malicious burning of a dwelling, church,
college, jail, meeting house, public building, ship
or other vessel, motor vehicle, aircraft, contents of
building, personal property of another, goods or
chattels, crops, trees, fences, gates, grain,
vegetable products, lumber, woods, marshes,
meadows, etc. A death resulting from arson will
be classified as murder and personal injuries
resulting would be classified as assaults

PART II OFFENSES (Less Serious Crime)

Other Assaults - This classification consists of all
assaults and attempted assaults which are simple
or minor in nature.

Forgery and Counterfeiting - In this case, place
all offenses dealing with the making, altering,
uttering or possession with intent to defraud,
anything false in a semblance of that which is true.
Include altering or forging of public or other
records, making, altering, forging or
counterfeiting coins, plates, banknotes, checks,
etc. Possessing or uttering forged or counterfeited
instruments, signing the name of another or a
fictitious person with intent to defraud and all
attempts to commit any of the above acts.



Fraud - This is defined as fraudulent conversion
and obtaining money by false pretense. Include
bad checks, confidence games, etc., except
forgeries and counterfeiting.

Embezzlement - This is the misappropriation or
misapplication of money or property entrusted to
one's care, custody, or control.

Stolen Property-Buying, Receiving, Possessing
-This includes all offenses of buying, receiving,
possessing, or concealing stolen property as well
as all attempts to commit any of these offenses.

Vandalism-Destruction of Property - This
includes all willful or malicious destruction,
injury, disfigurement or defacement of any public
or private property, real or personal, without the
consent of the owner or person having custody or
control by cutting, tearing, breaking, marking,
painting, drawing, covering with filth or any other
such means as may be specified by law.

Weapons - This classification includes violation
of weapon laws such as the manufacture, sale, or
possession of deadly weapons or silencers,
carrying deadly weapons, aliens possessing deadly
weapons, and all attempts to commit any of the
above offenses.

Prostitution and Commercialized Vice - Include
in this class the sex offenses of a commercialized
nature such as prostitution, keeping a bawdy
house, disorderly house, or house of ill repute,
pandering, procuring, transporting or detaining
women for immoral purposes, etc., and all
attempts to commit any of the above.

Sex Offenses - This includes all sex offenses other
than  forcible  rape,  prostitution, and
commercialized vice. This encompasses offenses
against chastity, common decency, morals, and the
like such as adultery and fornication, buggery,
incest, indecent exposure, sodomy, carnal abuse
(no force), and all attempts to commit any of the
above.

Narcotic Drug Laws - This includes all arrests
for the violation of state and local ordinances,
specifically those relating to the unlawful
possession, sale, use, growing, manufacturing, and
making of narcotic drugs.

Gambling - Includes all charges relating to
promoting, permitting, or engaging in gambling.

Offenses Against Family and Children -
Includes all charges of non-support, neglect, or
abuse of family and children by such acts as
desertion, abandonment, or non-support, neglect
or abuse of a child, or nonpayment of alimony.

Driving Under the Influence - This classification
is limited to driving or operating any vehicle while
under the influence of liquor or narcotic drugs.

Liquor Laws - With the exception of
drunkenness and driving under the influence, all
state or local liquor law violations are placed in
this class. Excludes federal violations, includes
manufacturing,  selling,  transporting  and
furnishing as in maintaining unlawful drinking
places. Bootlegging, operating a still, furnishing
liquor to a minor and the using of a vehicle for
illegal transportation of liquor are included.

Drunkenness - No longer reported under the
UCR program in Minnesota. This offense was
repealed in Minnesota on July 1, 1971 (MSS
340.96; C 90, S2).

Disorderly Conduct-Disturbing the Peace-This
includes all disorderly persons arrested who
cannot be classified under Offenses of Criminal
Homicide, Forcible Rape, Drunkenness, or
Vagrancy.

Vagrancy - This classification indicates arrests
for failure of an individual to give a good account
of himself, begging, loitering, etc.

All Other Offenses - Include in this class every
other state or local offense not included, except
traffic. This encompasses abduction and
compelling to marry, abortion (death resulting
from criminal abortion, according to statutes, is a
criminal homicide), bastardy and concealing death
of a bastard, bigamy and polygamy, blackmail and
extortion,  bribery, contempt of court,
discrimination and unfair competition,
kidnapping, offenses contributing to juvenile
delinquency, perjury, possession,  repair,
manufacturing, etc., of burglary tools, possession
or sale of obscene literature and unlawful use,
possession, etc., of explosives, etc.

Suspicion - This category is used for unknown
incidents when the actual offense has not been
determined.



Curfew and Loitering Law Violation (Juvenile)
This area shows offenses relating to local curfew
or loitering ordinances, where such laws exist. It
is limited to juveniles taken into protective
custody who have run away from the reporting
jurisdiction.
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Runaways (Juveniles) - This classification is
limited to juveniles taken into protective custody
under provisions of State Statutes.



MINNESOTA OFFENSE INFORMATION
MINNESOTA CRIME INDEX INFORMATION
Statewide Overview

Crime Index (Serious Crimes)

The eight major criminal offenses are referred to
as the crime index and they are used to evaluate
the changes and trends in amounts of crime over
designated periods of time. Following is a
summary of the crime index for 2003.

e The crime index in Minnesota totaled
172,666 offenses during 2003, which was a
decrease of 2.5 percent from the 177,219
offenses occurring in 2002.

e The crime rate’ represented 3,440 per
100,000 in population for 2003, while in
2002 the crime rate was registered at 3,564
per 100,000 population, a 3.4 percent
decrease.

e  Of the total crime index offenses reported in
2003, 23 percent were cleared by arrest or
exceptionally cleared. In 2002, 20 percent of
the total offenses were cleared by arrest or
exceptionally cleared.

e Larceny was the largest category of serious
crime reported for Minnesota in 2003 with a
total of 116,430 offenses reported. Larceny
was also the largest category of serious crime
reported for the state in 2002 with 122,254
total offenses reported.

Violent Crimes

Violent crime in Minnesota accounted for 8
percent of all crime index offenses reported in
2003. There were 13,627 murders, forcible rapes,
robberies, and aggravated assaults for the year.
Compared with the 13,054 total violent crimes
reported for 2002, the 2003 figure represents a 4.3
percent increase in violent crime for the state.
This compares to a 3.2 percent decrease in violent
crime for the nation in 2003 based on preliminary
figures released by the F.B.I. in May, 2004. The
number of violent crimes for the state per 100,000
population for 2003 was 271, while in 2002 there
were 263 per 100,000 population.

" Minnesota crime rates per 100,000 are based on a
5,019,720 state population estimate from the F.B.I. for 2002.

e  Murder - Offenses involving murder totaled
121 in 2003 in Minnesota compared to 115 in
2002, an increase of 5.2 percent.

e Rape - Minnesota registered 2,387 rapes in
2003 and 2,258 in 2002; an increase of 5.7
percent.

e Robbery - There were 3,921 robberies in
Minnesota in 2003 compared to 3,605
offenses in 2002; an increase of 8.7 percent.

e Aggravated Assault - Offenses involving
aggravated assault numbered 7,198 in 2003
compared to 7,076 aggravated assaults in
2002; an increase of 1.7 percent.

Property Crimes

Property crime in Minnesota in 2003 amounted to
92 percent of the crime index offenses for that
year. There were a total of 159,039 burglaries,
larcenies, motor vehicle thefts, and arsons actually
reported in 2003. Compared with the 164,165
offenses reported in 2002, the 2003 figure
represents a 3.1 percent decrease in property crime
for the state. Property crime for the nation in 2003
remained relatively unchanged from the 2002
figure, showing a 0.1 percent decrease based on
preliminary figures released by the F.B.I. in May,
2004. The number of property crimes for the state
per 100,000 population for 2003 was 3,168 and in
2002 it was 3,301.

e Burglary - There were 27,647 burglaries in
Minnesota in 2003 compared to 27,898
offenses in 2002; a decrease of 0.9 percent.

e  Theft/Larceny - Offenses involving larcenies
in 2003 totaled 116,430 compared to 121,342
offenses in 2002; a decrease of 4.0 percent.

e  Motor Vehicle Theft - In 2003 there were
13,654 offenses of motor vehicle theft in
Minnesota, compared to the 13,771 offenses
reported in 2002; a decrease of 0.8 percent.



e Arson - In 2003 there were 1,308 offenses of
arson in Minnesota, compared to the 1,154
offenses reported in 2002; an increase of 13.3
percent.

TOTAL ARRESTS"

Law Enforcement agencies within Minnesota's
5,019,720 reporting population area accounted for
199,858 total arrests in 2003**,

¢ ADULT ARRESTS - Arrests for adults in
2003 totaled 148,909 and in 2002 arrest
equaled 161,503.

¢ JUVENILE ARRESTS - The total number
of juveniles arrested in 2003 for criminal
offenses totaled 50,949 and in 2002 there
are 59,348 juveniles arrested.

“Total arrests represent all arrests for adults and juveniles in
either a Part I (serious) or Part II (less serious) criminal
offense. An arrest in the Uniform Crime Reporting sense
refers to a form of detention by depriving an individual of his
personal liberties by a form of legal authority.

**All 2003 arrests exclude the city of St. Paul Police
Department.
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FIGURE 1
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CRIMINAL HOMICIDE - MURDER

Criminal homicide involves those offenses of murder
and non-negligent homicide that are classified as
willful felonious deaths as distinguished from deaths
caused by negligence. Attempts to kill are scored as
aggravated assaults and not as murder. Justifiable or
excusable homicides, suicides and accidental deaths
are excluded from this category.

SUMMARY ANALYSIS

e In 2003 there were 127 homicides reported for the
state. Of that number, 6 offenses were listed as
unfounded.  There were 121 actual homicides
reported for the state, with 71 of these offenses
cleared by arrest. This represents a 59 percent
clearance rate for that year.

e The crime rate for homicide in 2003 was 2.4 per
100,000 population.

e Homicide offenses represented 1 percent of the
total violent crimes, with one averaged every three
days.

SUPPLEMENTARY HOMICIDE
INFORMATION

Supplementary Homicide Reports are manually
submitted to the Bureau of Criminal Apprehension by

16

law enforcement agencies reporting homicides during
the year. These reports provided additional
information on the homicide offenses. The following
information was compiled from reports on 121
homicides during 2003.

Relationship of the Victim to the Offender

17 homicide victims were killed by a member of
their nuclear family (14 percent).

e 65 homicide victims (54 percent) were non-
nuclear family members or friends/acquaintances.

e 21 homicide victims (17 percent) were strangers
to their assailants. In 18 of the homicides the

relationship was unknown.

Firearms Used to Commit Homicides

e 74 homicides were committed with some type of
firearm (61 percent).

e In 9 (7 percent) of the 74 homicides involving a
firearm, the victim was a family member.

e In 39 (52 percent) of the homicides involving a
fircarm, the victims were killed by person(s)
known to them outside of their family. Eleven
were killed by strangers (14 percent) and 20 (15
percent) the relationship of victim to offender was
unknown.

A breakdown of weapons used appears on page 18,
Fig. 4.



NUMBER OF HOMICIDES BY RELATIONSHIP FOR 2003

FIGURE 3
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Total Homicides for 2003 = 121
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FIGURE 4
NUMBER OF HOMICIDES AND
HOW THEY WERE COMMITTED DURING 2003
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FIGURE 5

HOMICIDE SITUATIONS - 2003
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Age, Sex and Race of Victims

e The highest number of victims for a single age
group was 20-24 with 24 victims (19 percent).

e 95 homicide victims were male (78 percent)
compared to 53 (46 percent) in 2002.

e 62 homicide victims were White (51 percent)
following by 35 African American (29 percent).

TABLE 2
MURDER VICTIMS BY AGE, SEX AND RACE- 2003
Percent African Native
Age Number | of Total | Male | Female | White | American | American | Asian | Unknown
Under 10 10 8% 8 2 4 5 0 1 0
10to 14 2 2% 2 0 2 0 0 0 0
15-19 17 14% 14 3 11 5 0 1 0
20-24 24 20% 20 4 8 10 2 2 2
25-29 13 11% 11 2 5 5 3 0 0
30-34 5 4% 5 0 2 1 1 1 0
35-39 13 11% 11 2 3 6 2 1 1
40-44 8 7% 5 3 6 1 1 0 0
45-49 10 8% 7 3 5 1 4 0 0
50-54 7 6% 5 2 6 1 0 0 0
55-59 4 3% 1 3 4 0 0 0 0
60-64 1 1% 0 1 0 0 0 1 0
Over 64 6 5% 5 1 6 0 0 0 0
Unknown 1 1% 1 0 0 0 0 0 1
Total 121 100% 95 26 62 35 13 7 4

Adge, Sex and Race of Offenders

e 133 homicide offenders were male (82 percent)

o  Fifty (30 percent) of the offenders were between
20-24 years of age.

compared to 129 (75 percent) in 2002.

59 homicide offenders were White (36 percent)
followed by 56 African American (34 percent).

TABLE 3
MURDER OFFENDERS BY AGE, SEX AND RACE - 2003
Percent
of African Native

Age Number | Total Male | Female | Unknown | White | American | American | Asian [ Unknown
Under 10 0 0% 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
10to 14 3 2% 2 1 0 2 1 0 0 0
15-19 34 21% 32 2 0 13 10 8 3 0
20-24 50 31% 45 5 0 15 21 9 5 0
25-29 26 16% 23 3 0 7 15 3 1 0
30-34 9 6% 8 1 0 4 2 3 0 0
35-39 6 4% 3 3 0 4 1 0 1 0
40-44 9 6% 8 1 0 5 2 2 0 0
45-49 4 2% 4 0 0 3 0 0 1 0
50-54 4 2% 2 2 0 3 0 0 1 0
55-59 1 1% 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0
60-64 0 0% 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Over 64 2 1% 1 1 0 2 0 0 0 0
Unknown 14 9% 5 0 9 0 4 0 0 10
Total 162 100% 133 20 9 59 56 25 12 10
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FIGURE 6
HOMICIDE VICTIMS AND OFFENDERS

160 -
140 - el
120 4
100
80 -
60 -
40 -

20 4 16

2003 2002 1998 1993

O Juvenile Victims

M Juvenile Offenders
B Adult Victims

O Adult Offenders

FIGURE 7
HOMICIDE CIRCUMSTANCES - 2003
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Agency

Number

Aitkin Co. Sheriff

Apple Valley PD

Bemidji PD

Bloomington PD

Blue Earth PD

Brooklyn Center PD

Brooklyn Park PD

Burnsville PD

Caledonia PD

Carlton Co. Sheriff

Cass Co. Sheriff

Clay Co. Sheriff

Cold Spring PD

Columbia Heights PD

Crookston PD

Duluth PD

Fillmore Co. Sheriff

Grant Co. Sheriff

Hennepin Co. Sheriff

Inver Grove Heights PD

Jackson Co. Sheriff

Kanabec Co. Sheriff
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TABLE 4
2003 HOMICIDES BY REPORTING AGENCY
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Agency

Number

Kandiyohi Co. Sheriff

Little Canada PD

Long Prairie PD

Maple Grove PD

Maplewood PD

Marshall PD

McLeod Co. Sheriff

Mille Lacs Co. Sheriff

N = = = N [W = =

Minneapolis PD

N
N

Minnetonka PD

Moorhead PD

North Branch PD

Park Rapids PD

Redwood Falls PD

Shakopee PD

South Lake Minnetonka PD

St. Cloud PD

St. Louis Co. Sheriff

—_ = = = = = = = =

St. Paul PD

[\
(]

Virginia PD

—_—

Watonwan Co. Sheriff
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FORCIBLE RAPES - INCLUDING ATTEMPTS

Forcible rape is the carnal knowledge of a female using
force and committed against her will. Uniform Crime
Reporting needs require rape to be divided into two
categories: (1) Rape by force, and (2) Attempted rape.
Statutory rape and other sex offenses are excluded
from this category. Though UCR only collects
information about female victims, Minnesota includes
male victims as well. All figures presented will
include both male and female victims.

SUMMARY ANALYSIS

e For the 2,562 rapes reported in 2003, 175 were
listed as unfounded.

e  Ofthe 2,387 reported actual rapes that occurred in
Minnesota in 2003, 2,259 were by force while 128
were recorded as attempted rapes.

e  Of the total rapes occurring in 2003, 1,184 or 50
percent were cleared by arrest. Of this total, 156
were cleared with the arrest of a juvenile.”

e There were 2,082 female victims and 305 male
victims reported.

e  The crime rate for rape in 2003 represented 48 per
100,000 population.

e  The total number of rapes in 2003 represented 17
percent of the total violent crimes with 6 averaged
per day.

Figure 8
Comparison of Rapes Unfounded,
Attempted and Cleared for Period 1999-2003
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*
Cases where an adult and a juvenile are arrested for a case are not
counted as cleared by the arrest of a juvenile.



ROBBERY e Of the 3,921 actual robbery offenses that
occurred in Minnesota in 2003, 826 or 21

Robbery involves the felonious and forcible taking percent were cleared by arrest. Of the 826
of the property of another against his will, by offenses that were cleared, 98 were cleared by
violence or by placing the person in state of fear. the arrest of a juvenile.”

The crime of robbery necessitates that a victim be

present in order for it to be so classified. As a e The crime rate for robberies in 2003 amounted
general rule, robbery differs from larceny in that it to 78 per 100,000 population.

is aggravated by the threat and element of force. An

attempt to commit a robbery, either armed or strong e In 2003, robbery offenses represented 29
arm is counted as if the actual offense did occur. percent of the total violent crimes with 10

offenses averaged each day.
SUMMARY ANALYSIS

e  Of the 3,991 total robberies reported in 2003,
70 offenses were unfounded.

Figure 9
Types of Weapons Used for Robberies in 2003
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Total Robberies = 3,921

«
Cases where an adult and a juvenile are arrested for a case are
not counted as cleared by the arrest of a juvenile.
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FIGURE 10

AVERAGE STOLEN PROPERTY LOSS PER

ROBBERY TYPE FOR 2003
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FIGURE 11
STOLEN PROPERTY VALUE FOR TYPES OF ROBBERIES - 2003
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